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ArtsPartners is a remarkably effective program that lets the
City of Dallas do exactly that, not just for the fortunate few,
but for every child in every elementary school across the
district. Today, all 156 Dallas Independent School District
(DISD) elementary schools can use the ArtsPartners program
to support the academic and social development of Dallas
children. Thanks to the collaboration of the DISD, the Office
of Cultural Affairs and the city’s arts and culture organizations
through the ArtsPartners program, the students’ enthusiasm
for learning, inventiveness and literacy skills has risen.

Igniting the learning process.

Dallas ArtsPartners was founded on the principle that
all children have both minds and imaginations that
need and deserve the best opportunities to learn right
from the very start. To that end, ArtsPartners brings
together the unique talents and perspectives of the
community’s artists, writers, performers, scientists and
educators on behalf of the city’s children.

The results of the program are outstanding. According to a
long-term study conducted in partnership with the Research
and Evaluation Department of the DISD and the Annenberg
Institute for School Reform (AISR), ArtsPartners adds great
value to the education of our children. The study followed
two groups of Dallas students. The first group (a.k.a Focus)
participated in intensive ArtsPartners programs for up to
four years. The second group (a.k.a. Control) received only
a modest level of ArtsPartners services

Reviewing the findings of this study, it is clear that
ArtsPartners has ignited, enriched and fueled student
learning throughout the community.

The scientific topics of extinction and habitat are important issues but can be difficult for
second-graders to understand. However, something amazing happens when a theater performer
helps a child play the role of a certain animal, living in a specific place. Dressed in costume,
recreating animals’ movements and sounds, kids can relate to animals and their surroundings.
The abstract becomes concrete. Actively learning, children ask questions about fins, wings,
beaks, food and sleep. They ask, “What would happen if...?”

After working with a theater artist, one English language learner, often shy and quiet because of
her struggle with a new language, uses every bit of her new knowledge and emerging vocabulary
to portray the experience of a small bat trying to survive in a harsh world:

I am the last Black bat. | eat each insects | eat a insects. | have my family but they gone the
bats fight with my family. then the sun came | close my eyes. Then night | open my eyes my
family is gone. Then | look everywhere | feel sad | don’t have family. Then the sun came |
don’t close my eyes. | burn my eyes | move my body. | burn up my body.

While her writing skills are still developing, her theater experience gives this second-grader the
information, the motivation and the courage to attempt to write more — and more vividly —

than ever before.

Regardless of a child’s grade-level, test scores or English language fluency, active involvement
like this can ignite the learning process. The research shows, in fact, a widespread effect.
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Classroom + ArtsPartners Classroom

Active Learning Behaviors

Students involved in ArtsPartners
invest themselves in their work.

According to the study, ArtsPartners programs

immediately help students become active learners.

That means that they discuss and evaluate
it and show it to their classmates, as well
as their classroom and ArtsPartners teachers.
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When teachers work with an artist, scientist or writer,
innovative curricula and strategies draw from creative

work and children become active learners — they

volunteer to answer questions, contribute to discussions

(per 20 minutes)

and work hard to review and revise their work.
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Classroom + ArtsPartners Classroom

Investment in Quality Behaviors

ArtsPartners students are also eager to
experiment with different learning methods.

Classroom + ArtsPartners Classroom

Experiments with Learning Behaviors

They explore new possibilities for expressing
themselves and actively choose the best results.



Most people would doubt whether a class of first-graders could
grasp the complicated works housed in a fine art museum. Those

that think this way could
thoughtful questions and

not be farther from the truth. With some
helpful observations from their teacher and

a museum guide, children can use their imaginations to enter the
worlds that painters invent. These educators urge them to stretch
their vocabularies and describe what they are imagining. Without even

realizing that they are lea

rning, children expand their communication

skills as they mentally connect visual images, verbal descriptions,
writing and their own artistic expressions.

Enriching the learning process.
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Before: This image shows one first-grader’s writings
before an ArtsPartners unit of study.

{-E—u—fhrk.
me feel (the ¥ o

Elnlt.lld'lc'cfr'h i’—lf\d d'Fc.oIﬂﬂs &N 'f'L'L'. :ﬂ.'i'h{

% W o Lol rﬂ'ﬁkfﬁ e fael ik 3011 to
g1\ ayku :
o wol F look beind In"ﬂF[—’}" fviakees

After: This image shows the same first-grader’s writings after an ArtsPartners
unit of study that included a trip to the Dallas Museum of Art, a hands-on arts
experience in the classroom and teacher-led lessons discussing how art conveys
emotion. Notice how much richer the student’s expression of ideas and words are.



Similar improvements are obvious when students build on their
ArtsPartners experience to express their ideas through language.

In their classroom writings, students and teachers often concentrate
on the fundamentals — the rules of grammar, conventions
(punctuation and capitalization) and organization. But, when students
and teachers experience ArtsPartners programs, they learn to express
themselves in new ways. They include more new content and ideas;
they write using their own unique style or voice, and their word
choice is more varied and unusual.
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Six Traits of Writing

Research shows that ArtsPartners students, in addition to understanding the rules of grammar,
place great emphasis on the power of ideas, word choice and personal expression.

Students learn these skills thanks to the varied perspectives that come from a collaboration
of traditional educators, artists, writers and performers.



Perhaps the most exciting findings from the study show that the ArtsPartners program fuels
the learning process not just initially, but even after the program ends. Here, one student
comments on how the ArtsPartners program built her enthusiasm and investment year after year.

... writing songs ... makes me feel good about myself and
it reminds me [to] keep on. Telling me that | know who | am
and stuff that | can do.

— Student in fourth grade

| was surprised! ... | didn’t know | could write such a good portrait.
— Same student in fifth grade

| had notes. | had books ... And | was, like, ‘I can do this.
| know how to do this ... | can do it.’
— Same student in sixth grade

Fueling the learning process.
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Texas’ Annual Test of Reading Skills

African-American and Latino students who participated in ArtsPartners and discussed
their work with an interviewer twice per year outperformed their peers on the state
standardized reading test during each year of the program.

But most exciting is the fact that their strong performance continues in
seventh grade, even when they are no longer engaged in the ArtsPartners program.



Serving all 101,000 elementary students and 6,000 elementary educators in the DISD,

Dallas ArtsPartners is changing the lives of our children and ultimately brightening the

future of our community. As shown in the research conducted by the Dallas Independent

School District and the Annenberg Institute for School Reform, Dallas ArtsPartners is

making a difference right now. Across all ethnicities. In schools throughout the district.

In this way, the combination of strong classroom instruction and ArtsPartners programs

ensures that throughout Dallas all students learn both the fundamentals and equally

important forms of imagination and invention that come from the innovative worlds of

the arts, humanities and sciences. This means that Dallas, with the help of ArtsPartners,

is becoming a national model of a city where an entire community works to ignite and

fuel children’s learning.

Igniting, enriching & fueling the learning process.

The Dallas ArtsPartners program is a community
collaboration among the DISD, the City of

Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs and more than

60 professional arts and cultural organizations.
Big Thought serves as the Managing Partner

of the program with responsibilities including
curriculum development, professional development
and implementation, private sector fundraising,
governance and fiscal management.

Big Thought is one of the leading non-profit
learning partnerships in the nation, inspiring,
empowering and uniting children and communities
through education, arts and culture. Formed

in 1987, the Dallas, Texas-based organization
offers a diverse array of arts and culture-based
performances, workshops, cultural excursions

and multi-visit residencies for children and teens,
and provides professional development and
training to help adults use these programs. Big
Thought’s programs reach an average of 400,000
students, teachers and family members each year
in schools, libraries, museums, juvenile facilities
and community centers. More information on

Big Thought can be found at www.bigthought.org

In 2001, Big Thought formed an unusual

and innovative partnership with the Annenberg
Institute for School Reform (AISR). Among
national school reform organizations, AISR

has always championed the role of the arts

and culture in enriching the lives of all learners.
Through its concept of “Local Education
Support Networks (LESN’s)” AISR has
championed the idea that if a city wants to
raise generations of thoughtful, innovative

and culturally diverse and aware young people,
then every learning institution in that city has
to contribute to creating pre-k — 16 pathways
for learning — in and outside of school. As a
part of its work on LESN’s, AISR staff, led by
Dennie Palmer Wolf, designed the evaluation
study, not only as research, but as a shared
learning experience that involved classroom
teachers, principals, the staff of arts and cultural
organizations, and students at Dallas area
colleges and universities in learning how city-wide
partnerships can contribute to the learning and
the lives of children in every neighborhood.



A collaboration of community leaders.

Big Thought gratefully acknowledges the following contributors of
$10,000+ to the Dallas ArtsPartners Program and Assessment:

Bank of America

C. Vincent Prothro Family Foundation

Centex Corporation

Chase

Citigroup

City of Dallas, Office of Cultural Affairs

The Constantin Foundation

Crowley-Carter Foundation

Dallas Community Television

The Dallas Foundation

Darden Restaurants Foundation/Olive
Garden

Depth Magazine

EDS Foundation

Entertainment Industry Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation

Ford Foundation

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation
Hillcrest Foundation

The Hoglund Foundation

Horchow Family Charitable Trust
M. R. and Evelyn Hudson Foundation
IBM

Kraft Foods of North America

Leland Fikes Foundation

Lucent Technologies

The Eugene McDermott Foundation
Meadows Foundation

Michael L. Rosenberg Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
The Howard Rachofsky Foundation
Deedie and Rusty Rose

SBC Texas

Texas Instruments Foundation

U. S. Department of Education
Young Audiences, Inc.

Research Design Team

Dr. Dennie Palmer Wolf, Study
Architect and Lead Researcher

Dr. Katy Denson, Study Statistician
Jennifer Bransom, Study Director
Anndee Rickey, Senior Reseacher
Gabrielle Stanco, Study Manager

Community Reseachers
Janet Burgess

Sheila Coughlin

Richard Heffernan

Robin Johnson

Dr. Kim Klakamp

Dr. Janet Morrison
Guadalupe Ramirez-Silva
Sue Roland

Jessica Schmidt

Kena Sosa

Dr. Sheri Vasinda

Study Cultural Partners

Dallas Arboretum

Dallas Black Dance Theater

Dallas Children’s Theater

Dallas Holocaust Memorial Museum
Dallas Museum of Art

Dallas Museum of Natural History
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

Jewish Community Center of Dallas
Junior Players

The Science Place

The Writer’s Garret

Young Audiences of North Texas

Big Thought would like to recognize Dallas’ arts and cultural community for
their past and present participation in the Dallas ArtsPartners Program.

A.R.T.S. for People

African American Museum

Age of Steam Railroad Musem

Anita N. Martinez Ballet Folklorico, Inc.
Artreach-Dallas, Inc.

Arts District Friends

Black Cinematheque Dallas

Black Dallas Remembered, Inc.

CAMP (Collaborating Artists Media Project)

Cara Mia Theatre Company

Circle Ten Council, Learning for Life
Dallas Aquarium at Fair Park
Dallas Arboretum

Dallas Black Dance Theatre
Dallas Children’s Museum

Dallas Children’s Theater

Dallas Classic Guitar Society
Dallas Community Television
Dallas Dance Council

Dallas Heritage Village

Dallas Historical Society

Dallas Holocaust Museum

Dallas Museum of Art

Dallas Museum of Natural History

Dallas Nature Center

Dallas Opera

Dallas Summer Musicals

Dallas Supporters of the Fort Worth Dallas Ballet
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

Dallas Theater Center

Dallas Trees and Parks Foundation

Dallas Zoo

Daniel de Cordoba Bailes Espanoles

Fine Arts Chamber Players

Frontiers of Flight Museum

H.O.P.E. (Honoring of People’s Everywhere)
Imagine the Impossible Dance Workshop
International Museum of Cultures
Japan-America Society of Dallas-Fort Worth
Jewish Community Center of Dallas

Junior Players

Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration at Dallas
Making Connections, Inc.

Meadows Museum

Multicultural Arts Academy

Nasher Sculpture Center

New Arts Six

Ollimpaxqui Ballet Co. Inc.

Our Endeavors Theater Collective
Partnership for Arts, Culture & Education
Shakespeare Festival of Dallas

Soul Rep Theatre Company

Southwest Celtic Music Festival

SPCA of Texas

Teatro Dallas

Teco Theatrical Productions

Texana Living History Association

Texas Ballet Theater

Texas Discovery Gardens at Fair Park
Texas Trees Foundation

Texas Winds Musical Outreach

The Dallas Contemporary

The Science Place

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
The Women’s Museum - An Institute for the Future
The Writer's Garret

Tipi Tellers

TITAS

USA Film Festival

Voices of Change

Young Audiences of North Texas
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